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Abstract 
 
This thesis explores queer urban regeneration in London writing since 
1981. My discussions are situated in the contexts of AIDS, the creation of the 
London Docklands Development Corporation, and the embedding of 
neoliberalizing logics in the organization of urban space-time. 
 
How have queer London writers registered these seismic shifts? And in what 
ways can queer print cultures resist normative modes of urban regeneration? I 
seek to theorize regeneration queerly, focussing on themes of dwelling, decay 
and kinship in three chapters. 
 
Chapter one focusses on how the Docklands has been imagined and re/produced 
in print. I analyse the regeneration of Butler’s Wharf and nostalgic productions 
of nation in planning and marketing texts. How did discourses of rejuvenation 
prescribe ideal modes of dwelling in the city, figuring queer lives and bodies as 
waste? And how do queer representations of the Docklands recuperate 
overlooked lives, spaces, and modes of dwelling in ruins.  
 
Chapter two intervenes in critical discourses of Soho through close readings of 
Jeremy Reed's poetry of queer sex work. Reed registers built regeneration, 
elegizing a disappearing queer landscape. Through his poetic overproduction, 
Reed regenerates the city queerly, disrupting dominant imaginaries. I discuss 
how queer readers and writers dwell in queer print cultures, elaborating the 
interdependency of city, body, and text; and the tactical use of reading and 
writing as a mode of getting by in quotidian life. 
 
Chapter three explores the re/production of homophobia and AIDS-phobia in 
print media, and its affects on everyday city life for marginal others. This frames 
a study of Derek Jarman’s diaries; specifically Jarman’s writing of cruising on 
Hampstead Heath. I foreground the diaries here to explore how this urban 
hinterland functioned as a vital space of dwelling and kinship for Jarman and 
others, elaborating the potential of queer sex publics in the time of AIDS. 
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Introduction 
 
 
Any gay tourist, even a casual visitor, in a new city will know how to find the 
park or pub where our secret resides. The reader has similar skills. Underneath 
its glass dome, I reinvented the library. It became a hothouse, a conservatory; 
the catalogue entries became botanical labels which for the connoisseur can 
indicate a perfume, a peculiarly perverse method of reproduction, a special 
texture of foliage in a dry Latin name. The locked bookcase became a garden 
of flowers in the centre of the snow-covered city. Remember, we are expert at 
finding our pleasure in the most unlikely of places. 
- Neil Bartlett, Who Was That Man? A Present for Mr. Oscar Wilde.1 
 
 
Keywords: 
 
Affect, Auto-Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), bodies, decay, dwelling, 
gentrification, kinship, London, print culture, queer, regeneration, space-time, 
textual resistance. 
 
 
London’s queer print cultures have been overlooked in contemporary debates of 
the city’s regeneration, yet many queer texts have responded directly to a shifting 
and often hostile urban landscape. This thesis explores the emergence and 
function of queer texts in London’s recent past. I posit this here as the writing of 
queer urban regeneration, analyzing how writers and texts have responded to 
processes of built change and cultural erasure, and arguing that cultural 
productions resist such processes in their dynamic regeneration of queerness. 
These texts and print cultures contain a potentiality: to embody, express, 
transmit, and extend queerness in everyday life.  
 
Principally, I explore how these queer regenerations do several things: 																																																								
1 Neil Bartlett, Who Was That Man? A Present for Mr Oscar Wilde (Bristol: 
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1. Disrupt normative discourses and processes of urban regeneration, 
inverting othering imaginaries.  
2. Offer a mode of tactical resistance, and a means of coping in quotidian 
life, through small acts of reading and writing.  
3. Regenerate queer London by extending queer representations, 
connections, kinships, affects, and intimacies, across time and space: 
through reading, writing, and other modes of textual circulation and 
transmission.  
 
Queer 
 
Throughout this study, I use ‘queer’ in two main ways, which are often both 
applicable at once. Firstly, ‘queer’ connotes same-sex desire, or any sexuality 
which includes non-heterosexuality. Although I mostly deal with the writing of 
male-male desire, I mostly use 'queer' rather than 'gay male' in order to 
acknowledge a delimited range of sexual orientations, possibilities, and gender 
identifications or non-identifications that are not static, and to avoid inscribing, 
limiting, or misinterpreting the identities of those I am writing about. Dana 
Seitler notes this taxonomical tension in reference to David Halperin’s How To 
Do the History of Homosexuality, arguing that Halperin’s terms produce a 
somewhat ‘totalizing impulse’, with his final category ‘homosexuality’ 
precluding modern, multiple forms of sexual expression.2 Secondly, my writing 
is informed by queer theoretical scholarship that has analyzed - since the 
beginning of the 1990s - the inherently unstable, un-codified relationship 
between sex, gender and sex acts. For instance, Judith Butler argues that:  
 
Gender ought not to be construed as a stable identity or locus of agency from 
which various acts follow; rather, gender is an identity tenuously constituted 
in time…instituted in an exterior space through a stylized repetition of 
acts…gender is produced through the stylization of the body and, hence, must 
																																																								
2 Dana Seitler, “Queer physiognomies ; or, how many ways can we do the 
history of sexuality?”, Criticism, 46 (2004), pp. 71-102, p. 82. 
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be understood as the mundane way in which bodily gestures, movements, and 
styles of various kinds constitute the illusion of an abiding gendered self.3 
 
Butler extends feminist debates by theorizing the performativity of gender, and 
the normativity of the category of sex, as: ‘a cultural norm which governs the 
materialization of bodies.’4 Such arguments usefully show us the ways in which 
the ‘materiality’ of sex is forcibly produced, and the multiple violences at work 
in processes of inscribing cultural legibility. According to such queer 
scholarship, ‘identities become not so much categories to be occupied, owned, 
protected or rejected, but spaces to be navigated, revisited, revised and elided on 
a moment-to-moment basis’. 5  This language of ‘revisiting’ and ‘revising’ 
suggests the work of critiquing the reduction of human experience to a set of 
clear categories with known limits. Queer theory works to unravel or refute this 
rigid binary of heteronormative/homonormative, and the variously hegemonic 
logics that depend upon the notion of a coherent self or endorse normative life 
paths and their rituals. To approach the city queerly, therefore, is to be alive to 
the possibility that all trace elements of the city cannot - should not - be captured 
or explained, and to welcome the inevitable gaps in meaning that emerge in 
analysis, and the un-representable remainder that cannot be dissected. Queer 
regeneration, then, is not a replication, but rather an endless variation. As the 
text inscribes meaning through language, it paradoxically unravels meaning, 
allowing difference to proliferate within and beyond the text. Literature insists on 
this plurality and in-definition, twisting understandings of self, other, and 
society, unraveling neat patterns of signification, and teasing the threads of 
certainty. 
 
 
 
 																																																								
3 Judith Butler, Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity 
(London: Routledge, 1999), p. 179. 
4 Judith Butler, Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of Sex (New York 
and London: Routledge, 1993), p. 3.  
5 Noreen Giffney, ed., Ashgate research companion to queer theory (Farnham: 
Ashgate, 2009), p. 7. 
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Conversations of regeneration 
 
In critical accounts of urban regeneration, the sexual is often absented.6 There are 
exceptions though: and I want to begin by introducing some criticism which has 
informed this thesis in bridging discussions of AIDS, urban regeneration, and 
queer space.  
 
Writing about New York City in the time of AIDS, Sarah Schulman foregrounds 
the vitality of queer communities, and explores what is at stake in the 
remembrance of recent queer history. Schulman frames her arguments around the 
‘gentrification of the mind’, arguing that changes to the built environment have 
erased sites of queer visibility and community, causing the forgetting of recent 
queer history, including the experience of the AIDS epidemic:  
 
The literal experience of gentrification is a concrete replacement process. 
Physically it is an urban phenomena: the removal of communities of diverse 
classes, ethnicities, races, sexualities, languages, and points of view from the 
central neighbourhoods of cities, and their replacement by more homogenized 
groups. With this comes the destruction of culture and relationship, and this 
destruction has profound consequences for the future lives of cities.7  
 
Schulman raises questions as to which bodies are encouraged or discouraged to 
dwell in urban space, which bodies possess the ‘right to the city’, who has 
access, who becomes dispossessed, and what is at stake in the supposed 
‘improvement’ of a city.8 																																																								
6 David Harvey, Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to the Urban Revolution 
(London: Verso, 2012), Edward Soja, Postmodern geographies: the reassertion 
of space in critical social theory (London: Verso, 1989).  
7Sarah Schulman, The Gentrification of the Mind: Witness to a Lost Imagination 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012), p. 14. All further references to 
this edition are given after quotations in the text. Ruth Glass initially theorized 
gentrification as a rendering of class difference in the built environment and 
social relations: a homogenizing process as middle-class signifiers of good taste 
become the norm, in, Ruth Glass, London: aspects of change, Centre for Urban 
Studies, eds. (London: Macgibbon and Kee, 1964). 
8 ‘Right to the city’ connotes a school of critical writing on access to public 
space, and movements of resistance to neoliberal urbanism, stemming from 
